
22nd-25th September 2021  •  Lisbon  •  Portugal



Dear Guests,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the 
first Think Tank Central conference here in Lisbon. 
This conference comes at an important time for 
our movement, as the world once again opens up 
we must once again focus on how we can defend 
our shared values. 

We face a generational struggle to defend 
freedom in Europe and around the world. From 
the return of big government during the global 
pandemic, to the rise of the ‘Woke’ counterculture 
that endangers free expression, from the spread 
of cancel culture that attempts to re-write our 
history to suit modern norms, to the threat posed 
to national sovereignty by a greater centralisation 
of power in Brussels – across Europe and the 
Western World we need to bring together 
movements that stand to defend our freedom.

This conference aims to chart a common path 
for the European centre-right, by demonstrating 
that as a unified force we can defend the things 
that matter to us most. The full spectrum of the 
centre-right is represented at this conference; 
classical liberals, libertarians, Christian democrats, 
conservatives, neocons, national conservatives, 
and more. All in a single purpose. 

We hope that this event will offer you a chance to 
broaden your networks, and act as a reminder that 
we stand as united family. 

Tomasz Poręba MEP
President

newdirection.online   @europeanreform



New Direction is committed to supporting the 
growth and development of conservative think 
tanks, foundations, and academic institutions. 

As such we are pleased to partner with the 
Leadership Institute in providing this unique 

training day on messaging and running 
effective campaigns. 

FIRST SESSION

Communications Strategy
with Ron Nehring 

Coffee Break 

SECOND SESSION

Message Development: The Leesburg Grid
with Steve Sutton

Lunch 

THIRD SESSION

Communications Programs for Think Tanks
with Rick Tyler

Coffee Break 

FOURTH SESSION

Persuasive Communications
with Ron Nehring 

Welcome Drinks and Networking
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17:30

WELCOME NOTE

New Direction President - Tomasz Poręba MEP
 
KEYNOTE SPEECH

Going Forward as a United Freedom Movement

PANEL #1 The Challenge to Freedom in Europe
Europe is undergoing a great period of change, with power increasingly centralised 
in Brussels, and with more and more directives being passed down from the 
European Commission encroaching on our freedom. At the same time a surge in 
support for left wing cancel culture threatens our rights to free expression. Our 
panel will explore the challenges that we face to freedom today in Europe. 
 
Coffee Break 

PANEL #2 Freedom and the Future of Europe
The European Union has recently been holding discussions on the ‘Future of 
Europe’ – but what does that mean for liberty in Europe. Will we see greater power 
given to the Member States and the people, or more power taken away? 

Lunch  

PANEL #3 National Sovereignty
Nation States have been at the heart of Europe for centuries. However, in recent 
years we have seen the EU override the will of the people and the democratic 
governments that they elected. In this panel we look at how best to strike the 
balance between European cooperation, and the principle of national sovereignty.  
 
KEYNOTE SPEECH

Freedom and Innovation

PANEL #4 Economic Freedom
Free trade has helped to raise millions of people out of poverty and been a driver 
of economic growth around the world. In this panel we look at the importance of 
guaranteeing economic freedom in the face of growing opposition from both the 
left and right. 

Coffee

PANEL #5 Freedom of Choice – Deregulating Europe
Without the freedom to choose there can be no freedom. However, what happens 
when governments and international institutions start to regulate free choice? Our 
panel will explore the need for less regulation in Europe, and how it will allow for 
greater innovation instead.  
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Annual Margaret Thatcher Dinner
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Wednesday, 22nd September Thursday, 23rd September



PANEL #1 Freedom of Movement – Immigration or Integration?
Immigration continues to be one of the greatest issues facing Europe and the 
Western World today. In this panel we look at some of the possible answers to 
the problem. 

Coffee Break 
 
PANEL #2 Building a Global Freedom Movement
The threat to freedom is not just a European problem, across the globe those 
fighting for liberty are under increased pressure from all sides. Our panel talks 
about the importance of maintaining a global movement in the fight for freedom. 

Lunch
 
PANEL #3 Building a New Freedom Network –  
What can think tanks do?
The fight for freedom requires a strong intellectual backing. What role can think 
tanks and foundations play in spreading the message of freedom? How best 
should think tanks cooperate with one another? And how do we work towards 
building a better network? 
 
Coffee Break 

PANEL #4 Reunifying the European Freedom Movement
In order to defend our freedom from the growing number of threats we face in 
the world, we must rally together – building a more unified movement. In this 
final panel our speakers offer reflections on what it takes to bring together then 
European Freedom Movement. 

CLOSING SPEECH

End of Conference

Cocktail Reception 

10:20

11:15
 

11:30

12:30
 

14:00
 

15:00

15:15

16:15

16:30

17:00

Friday, 24th September

Excursion to Sintra
Meetings in Lobby, please bring COVID Certificate or proof of vaccination 

10:00

Saturday, 25th September

For more information and agenda updates please 
check New Direction website (newdirection.online) 
and social media channels (@europeanreform). newdirection.online   @europeanreform



Anna Wellisz
@Anna_unbound

Anna Wellisz is the VP for External Affairs of the Edmund Burke 
Foundation and Senior Director at the White House Writers 
Group.  She taught literature, persuasive writing, and business 
communications at UC Berkeley, DeVry University, and the 
Keller Graduate School of Management. Her pieces appeared 
in Glaukopis, Annals Australasia, and the Wall Street Journal.

Anne-Elisabeth Moutet
@moutet

Anne-Elisabeth Moutet is a Paris-based journalist and political 
broadcaster. She is a columnist for the  Telegraph, ARTE TV, 
UnHerd, the Spectator, the New York Post and CapX, and is 
a contributor to the  BBC, DW News & France 24. She sits on 
the Board of Advisers of Zenger News and on the Steering  
Committee of the Club of Three. Her last book is the collective 
work “Illiberalism in Europe” (Centre for Policy Studies), 2019. 

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim
@azeemibrahim

Dr Azeem Ibrahim is the Director of Special Initiatives at the Newlines 
Institute for Strategy and Policy in Washington DC,  Research 
Professor at the Strategic Studies Institute US Army War College 
and a columnist at Foreign Policy Magazine. He received his PhD 
from the University of Cambridge after which he completed 
fellowships at the universities of Oxford, Harvard and Yale. He has 
met and advised a number of world leaders and governments 
on a diverse range of issues ranging from financial investment, 
geopolitics, to countering extremism. He served as a reservist 
in the United Kingdom’s 4th Battalion Parachute Regiment. Dr 
Ibrahim is the author of two seminal books: “The Rohingyas: Inside 
Myanmar’s Hidden Genocide”, (Hurst 2016) and “Radical Origins: Why 
We Are Losing the War Against Islamic Extremism” (Pegasus 2017).

Dr. Barbara Kolm
Dr. Barbara Kolm is the Vice President of the Austrian Central 
Bank, Director of the Austrian Economics Center (#1 Independent 
Think Tank in Austria and #21 in the world), President of 
the Hayek Institut, Professor of Austrian Economics at the 
University of Donja Gorica in Montenegro, and serves on several 
supervisory boards e.g. Vice President of the Austrian Central 
Bank; Vienna Insurance Group,Supervisory Board of Wiener 
Städtische Versicherungsverein; Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien. 
She was appointed Vice-Chair of the UN ITU Focus Group on 
Environmental Efficiency for Artificial Intelligence and other 
Emerging Technologies (AI4EE) and Chair of the Thematic 
Group on the United for Smart Sustainable City Index. She is the 
founder and organizer of the Free Market Road Show, a forum for 
discussions and the exchange of ideas, in co-operation with over 
100 leading think tanks and universities.

Adam Bartha
@bartha_adam

Adam is the Director of EPICENTER, with the responsibility to 
enable the cooperation of the network and organise the private 
and public events programme in Brussels. He was previously 
European Outreach Manager at EPICENTER and a Koch Summer 
Fellow in the Publications Department of the Independent 
Institute in California. He also has experience in domestic 
party politics in Germany and Hungary. Adam has a BA (Hons) 
in Politics and International Relations from the University of 
Sheffield and an MSc in Political Theory from the London School 
of Economics. Adam is fluent in English, German and Hungarian.

Ádám Kavecsánszki
Ádám Kavecsánszki is the President of the Foundation for a 
Civic Hungary, based in Budapest. He holds a degree in Publica 
Administration from the National University of Public Service based 
in central Budapest. Prior to his work at the Foundation for a Civic 
Hungary he worked in the office of the Prime Minister of Hungary.

Alan Mendoza
@alanmendoza

Alan Mendoza is a Co-Founder and Executive Director of The 
Henry Jackson Society, Britain’s leading thinktank fighting for 
the principles and alliances which keep societies free. He directs 
strategy for the organisation as well as acting as its main public 
face in mediums as diverse as the BBC, Sky, CNBC, Al-Jazeera. 
Bloomberg, LBC and TalkRadio. On the print side, Alan is a 
columnist for City AM, London’s business newspaper, and has 
contributed to The Times, The Telegraph, The Daily Mail, The Sun 
and a host of international newspapers and magazines.

Alvino-Mario Fantini
@FantinoVienna 

Alvino-Mario Fantini is the Editor-in-Chief of The European 
Conservative and Managing Director of the European 
Documentation and Information Center, a think-tank in Vienna. 
He has worked for Bridge News, The Far Eastern Economic 
Review, and The European Wall Street Journal. He has also 
worked as a speechwriter and was the Secretary-General of 
the Hayek Institute in Vienna. He is a graduate of Dartmouth 
College, and holds graduate degrees in economic development, 
public policy, and journalism. He is on the board of the Center for 
European Renewal, and is a member of the Philadelphia Society, 
Mont Pelerin Society, and the Institut d’Études Politiques in 
Liechtenstein. He is also a Fellow at the Kirk Center for Cultural 
Renewal and the Abigail Adams Institute, both in the U.S.



Domenico Lombardi
@domeniclombardi

Domenico Lombardi is an economist, a public policy expert, and 
a regular speaker in high-level international fora. His analyses 
have been referenced by the leading international press, including 
Il Sole 24 Ore, Washington Post, New York Times, Wall Street 
Journal and Financial Times, and his research published in leading 
international academic journals. Lombardi is co-founder and 
Secretary General of Centro Studi Kypseli, a newly-established 
conservative-reformist think tank in Rome.He has testified before 
U.S. Senate Committees as well as Committees of Italy’s Lower 
House of Parliament. Previously, he served as an executive 
board member of the IMF and the World Bank in Washington. 
Lombardi was knighted by the President of Italy in 2018. He holds 
a degree summa cum laude from Bocconi University and a Ph.D. in 
economics from Oxford University.

Elmars Kehris
Economist and Executive director at Latvian Economist 
association from Riga, Latvia. Ph.D. student in the field of 
sustainable economic development at Riga Technical University. 
Owner and CEO of a consulting firm that has worked on more 
than 20 economic assessment projects. Currently responsible 
for the creation of an economic Think Tank in Latvia under the 
Latvian Economist association.

Francesco Giubilei 
Francesco Giubilei is an author and publisher based in Italy. He is 
the President of the Italian Conservative foundation Fondazione 
Tatarella and the founder of the think tank Nazione Futura. 
He also teaches at the University G. Fortunato of Benevento. 
Mr. Giubilei has been included in Forbes’s list of 100 most 
influential youths in Italy under 30. He has authored nine books 
including “The History of European Conservative Thought”. His 
writings frequently appear in the Italian daily “Il Giornale”. He is 
in the editorial board of “The European Conservative” and he is 
a member of the Scientific Commitee on the Future of Europe of 
the Italian Government.

Hannes H. Gissurarson
@hannesgi 

Hannes H. Gissurarson is Professor of Politics at the University of 
Iceland and Director of Research at RNH, the Icelandic Research 
Centre for Innovation and Economic Growth. The author of several 
books in Icelandic, English and Swedish, he has been on the 
governing boards of the Central Bank of Iceland and the Mont 
Pelerin Society and has also been a Visiting Scholar or Professor 
at Stanford, UCLA, LUISS, George Mason and several other 
universities. He holds a D.Phil. in Politics from Oxford University. 
His most recent work is Twenty-Four Conservative-Liberal 
Thinkers (2020).

Boris Kálnoky
@bkalnoky

Boris Kálnoky grew up in Germany, the United States, Holland 
and France. His family left Hungary in 1947. He studied Politics 
and History in Hamburg and went on to work at the German daily 
Die Welt in 1987. In 1995, he became Balkans Correspondent for 
Die Welt, based in Budapest, and moved on in 2004 to become 
Middle East correspondent, based in Istanbul. He returned to 
Budapest in 2013, still for Die Welt. He also writes for a number 
of other media in Germany, Austria and Switzerland. Since 
September 2020 he has been appointed Head of Media School at 
Mathias Corvinus Collegium, Budapest.

Christopher Butler
@chrisdbutler

Christopher Butler is Executive Director of Americans for Tax 
Reform (ATR), where he manages all of the organization’s day-
to-day activities, and sets priorities and policy positions for ATR 
and its affiliated groups.  Founded in 1985, ATR has grown far 
beyond its original marquee project, the Taxpayer Protection 
Pledge.  Today, ATR is a broad, influential free-market activist 
organization operating in a dozen issue areas at the state, federal, 
and—increasingly—international level to promote free and open 
markets and economic liberty.

Daniel Lacalle
@dlacalle_IA 

Daniel Lacalle has more than 24 years of experience in the energy 
and finance sectors, including experience in North Africa, Latin 
America and the Middle East. He is currently a fund manager 
overseeing equities, bonds and commodities. Mr Lacalle is also 
a professor at IE Business School, IEB and has been a guest 
teacher and speaker at the London School of Economics, and 
UNED University. He is a regular contributor to CNBC, the World 
Economic Forum, Epoch Times, Mises Institute, Hedgeye, Zero 
Hedge, Focus Economics, Seeking Alpha, El Español, and The Wall 
Street Journal.

David Campbell Bannerman
@DCBMEP

David Campbell Bannerman is the Chairman of the Freedom 
Association in the UK. He previously served as a Member of 
the European Parliament for the East of England from 2009-
2019. During his time as an MEP, he wrote several books on EU 
reform, and later advocated for the United Kingdom to leave the 
European Union. During his time in Parliament he was the Chair of 
the Delegation for relations with Iraq and the standing rapporteur 
on the EU India trade deal. Prior to becoming an MEP, he served 
as the Chairman of the conservative Bow Group in London. He 
is best known for coining up with the ‘EFTA+’ model, which was 
heavily cited during the EU referendum.



Juan Soto 
@JuanASotoG 

Director of Civismo. He holds a Bachelor in Business 
Administration and a Bachelor in Laws from the University 
of Navarra, with exchange programmes at HEC Montréal and 
The Sorbonne. He also holds a BA in Political Science from the 
National Distance Education University (UNED) and a MA in 
Legal and Political Theory from University College London (UCL). 
He collaborates with a number of think tanks and international 
organisations and writes periodically in several newspapers. He 
has previously conducted research in development economics 
at the Navarra Center for International Development (NCID) and 
public policy at St. Marys University (London).

Katya Rimkunas
@katyarimk

Katya Rimkunas currently serves as the deputy director for Latin 
America and Caribbean programs.  In this capacity she leads and 
manages programs on strengthening democratic institutions and 
processes in more than 12 countries, and oversees the Institute’s 
Washington-based and regional staff.  She was appointed to this 
role in April 2014. Prior to joining IRI, Rimkunas worked in the 
office of Senator John McCain, who chairs IRI’s Board of Directors.  
She was born in Peru, but grew up in Arizona and graduated from 
the University of Arizona with a degree in political science and 
Latin American studies.  She is also a graduate of the Women’s 
Campaign School at Yale.  Rimkunas is a native Spanish speaker.

Lorenzo Montanari
Lorenzo Montanari is Vice President of the international affairs at 
the Americans for Tax Reform (ATR) and Executive Director of the 
Property Rights Alliance (PRA) an advocacy group affiliated with 
ATR for the protection of physical and intellectual property rights, 
both domestically and internationally.. Montanari is editor of the 
International Property Rights Index and the Trade Barrier Index, 
two international comparative studies focus on intellectual, and 
physical property rights and trade. Since 2013 Montanari has been 
organized, in partnership with Alex Chafuen (Acton Institute), 
the  International Coalition Meeting a monthly center right 
international coalition. Montanari holds a BA in Political Science, 
a MA in International Relations from the University of Bologna 
and MA in Political Management from the George Washington 
University. He is editorial board member of the European 
Conservative Magazine.

Jan Surotchak
@jansurotchak

Jan Surotchak first joined IRI in 1994 and currently serves as 
Senior Director for Transatlantic Strategy. At this critical time in 
the evolution of the US-European relationship, Surotchak oversees 
IRI regional programming that focuses on the key threats to the 
alliance of democratic societies in the Transatlantic space: state-
sponsored disinformation efforts to undermine state institutions 
and public confidence, weaknesses among traditional political 
parties and the rise of anti-establishment political movements 
and leaders, and growing engagement by authoritarian powers 
designed to drive the United States and its European allies apart.

John O’Sullivan, CBE
@JohnOSullivanNR

Mr. O’Sullivan is a journalist, author, lecturer and broadcaster. He is 
President of the Danube Institute in Budapest, Assistant Editor of 
the Hungarian Review, English Edition as well as International Editor 
of Quadrant Magazine , Sydney, Australia, co-founder of Twenty-
first Century Initiatives, a Washington, D. C. based think tank, and 
a Fellow of the National Review Institute. His book, “The President, 
the Pope, and the Prime Minister” on the roles played by Pope 
John Paul II, President Reagan and Prime Minister Thatcher in the 
collapse of communism has been published in seven languages. In 
1987-88 he served as a Special Adviser to Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher in Downing Street.  During this period and after he left 
Downing Street, he served informally as a regular speech-writer 
for the Prime Minister. He was the principal author of the 1987 
Conservative election manifesto. Later he was one of the small 
team that assisted Lady Thatcher in the writing of her two volumes 
of memoirs. John O’Sullivan is the former Executive Editor of Radio 
Free Europe and Radio Liberty in Prague and a Vice-President of 
the RFERL Corporation. He served as editor-in-chief of National 
Review in New York City magazine for almost a decade until 1998. 
He is the founder and co-chairman of the New Atlantic Initiative, 
an international bipartisan effort dedicated to reinvigorating and 
expanding the Atlantic community of democracies. Launched at 
the Congress of Prague in May 1996 by President Vaclav Havel and 
Lady Thatcher, it played a major role in bringing the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe into NATO. 

Jorge Martin Frias
@jm_frias

Jorge Martin Frias is the director of the Disenso Foundation in 
Madrid, the official think tank of the Vox Party in Spain. Prior to 
that he worked as a political strategist in Spanish Politics. He has a 
masters degree in communications from the Instituto Universitario 
de Investigación Ortega y Gasset. 



Marko Milanovic Litre
@mmlitre

Marko Milanovic Litre is a Member of the Croatian Parliament, and 
co-founder of the Croatian Conservative Party. He is the President 
of New Perspective, a newly established think tank in Croatia 
aimed at promoting conservative values in Croatia and Europe. 
His past work has focused on economic liberalism and creating 
sustainable growth in Croatia. Is the author of several reports on 
economic freedom.

Mattias Karlsson
@sdkarlsson

Mattias Karlsson is a Swedish politician who served as Leader 
of the Sweden Democrats in the Riksdag from 2014 to 2019. 
He currently heads the conservative think-tank Oikos which he 
founded in 2020 to focus on cultural issues. 

Nick King
@nickphking

Nick is a Research Fellow at the Centre for Policy Studies, a role 
he combines with running his own strategic growth consultancy, 
Henham Strategy. Nick has spent more than a decade in and 
around UK politics and is a former Chief of Staff to the current 
UK Health Secretary, and former Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Sajid Javid. Nick first entered politics when working for the 
Conservative Party in a policy role ahead of the 2010 General 
Election. He later became a Special Adviser to two Secretaries 
of State at the Department of Culture, Media and Sport and 
subsequently took on Chief of Staff roles at the UK Department 
of Business, Innovation and Skills and at the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government. Nick left Government in 
early 2018 to set up his own company and to work with the Centre 
for Policy Studies think tank.

Otto Brøns-Petersen
@OttoBrons

Otto Brøns-Petersen is head of analysis at CEPOS and has 
been employed since 2013. He primarily deals with the financial 
sector, tax policy, productivity and reforms, as well as energy 
policy, among other things. in relation to climate issues. He has 
previously been i.a. Director of the Ministry of Taxation and Head 
of Office in the Ministry of Economic Affairs and has worked to 
prepare the basis for economic policy, including socio-economic 
analyzes. He is a former external lecturer at the University of 
Copenhagen.

Luca Bertoletti
@LucaBertoletti

Luca Bertoletti is co-founder and Director of Strategy at B&K 
Agency and senior Government affairs Manager at the Consumer 
Choice Center. He is an expert on European governance and 
policymaking and is a registered lobbyist at the European 
Parliament. In his work, he specializes in telecommunications, 
the digital single market, intellectual property, and cyberspace. 
Luca holds a degree in Economics and Political Science from 
the  University of Milan and is an IHS alumnus. He has previously 
worked for an Italian political party and served as development 
officer for several non-profits.

Maria Cholewińska
Graduate of AGH University of Science and Technology with 
8 years of experience of working for non-governmental 
organizations. During her studies, she was active in Independent 
Student’s Association - the largest students organization in 
Poland, where she worked as nationwide project coordinator and 
president of the board of directors. After studies she was one of 
the founders of Promyk Institute - polish think-tank that gathers 
young experts and leaders who want to improve their skills. 
Author of one of Promyk Institute publication „European Green 
Deal – opportunities and challenges for Polish transport industry”. 
Professionally works in the field of environmental protection and 
reusable energy sources.

María Clara Escobar Peláez
María Clara Escobar Peláez  has experience in both the private 
and public sectors. Worked at the Inter-American Dialogue, main 
think tank for policy analysis in the Western Hemisphere in the 
U.S. She was Advisor to the Vice Minister of Higher Education 
and represented the Ministry of Education at the Free Trade 
Agreement negotiations between the Andean countries and the 
United States. At the Ministry of Social Protection she worked 
as Director of International Cooperation and represented the 
Government before the International Labour Organization – ILO 
and the Andean Nations Community – CAN (for its acronym in 
Spanish). She was also Manager for Sustainability at the National 
Business Association of Colombia – ANDI. She is currently the 
Executive Director of the Instituto de Ciencia Política Hernán 
Echavarría Olózaga – ICP , an independent, non partisan think 
tank founded in 1987, committed to defending liberal democracy, 
the rule of law and the market-based economy.



Ron Nehring
@RonNehring

Ron Nehring, Director of International Training at The Leadership 
Institute, is a Republican strategist and communications expert 
who served as National Spokesman in the 2016 Presidential 
campaign of Senator Ted Cruz. Prior to stepping onto the 
national stage in 2016, Ron was elected the Republican 
nominee for Lt. Governor of California, earning the support of 
the California Republican Party, the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association, the National Rifle Association, the California 
Republican Assembly, and more than 3 million voters. As a 
communicator and Republican Party Chairman, Ron Nehring has 
made the advancement of the principles of effective and limited 
government, individual liberty and freedom his life’s work.  These 
are the principles that produce prosperity wherever they are tried 
around the world.

Ryan C. Berg
@RyanBergPhD

Ryan C. Berg is senior fellow in the Americas Program and head of 
the Future of Venezuela Initiative at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS). He is also an adjunct professor at the 
Catholic University of America and visiting research fellow at the 
University of Oxford’s Changing Character of War Programme. 
His research focuses on U.S.-Latin America relations, authoritarian 
regimes, armed conflict, strategic competition, and trade and 
development issues. Previously, Dr. Berg was a research fellow at 
the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), where he helped lead its 
Latin America Studies Program. Dr. Berg has served as a research 
consultant to the World Bank, a Fulbright scholar in Brazil, and a 
visiting doctoral fellow at the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies in Geneva, Switzerland.

Ryszard Legutko
@RyszardLegutko

Ryszard Legutko is the co-chairman of the European 
Conservatives and Reformists, and head of the Polish Law and 
Justice Delegation to the European Parliament. He is also a 
professor of philosophy at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków. 
Dr. Legutko is the author of The Demon in Democracy: Totalitarian 
Temptations in Free Societies (Encounter Books, 2016).

Steven Sutton
Steven Sutton is a Senior Vice President at the Leadership 
Institute. Prior to joining the Leadership Institute, Steven was 
a Chief of Staff in the House of Representatives for more than 
14 years.  He became a start-up specialist, as he set-up the 
Congressional offices of four different incoming freshmen 
Congressmen. Steven is a graduate of the United States Naval 
Academy and has a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical 
Engineering. 

Rick Tyler
@rickwtyler

Rick Tyler is a Political Analyst for the MSNBC. As a professional 
political strategist, Rick has helped hundreds of candidates 
prepare for the rigors of campaigning for public office. He is 
Co-Founder of Foundry Strategies, a strategic, communications 
consulting firm specializing in helping political and corporate 
clients reach their leadership potential by honing their 
communications skills. Rick was the National Spokesperson for 
U.S. Senator Ted Cruz’s presidential campaign.

Robert Chovanculiak
@RChovanculiak

Robert Chovanculiak, PhD. is an analyst at INESS (Institute of 
Economic and Socia Studies), Bratislava, Slovakia, and research 
fellow at the CEVRO Institute University in Prague, Czech 
Republic. Robert’s fields of expertise are internet technologies, 
sharing economy, crowdfunding, economic policy and regulations. 
He authored numerous policy papers and reform proposals in 
these fields. His research papers have also been published in 
academic journals, e.g. paper on the Private provision of public 
goods via crowdfunding were published in Cambridge University 
Journal of Institutional Economics. He is also the author of an 
economic bestseller “Progress without Permission” which was 
also translated into Czech language.

Robert Tyler
@RGTyler

Robert Tyler is the Senior Policy Advisor in Brussels. He works for 
New Direction – Foundation for European Reform, a think tank 
founded by Margaret Thatcher in 2009 as the official foundation 
of the European Conservatives and Reformists Movement. Prior 
to working for New Direction he worked a campaigns manager 
and strategist for the ECR Party for two years, and as a Policy 
Advisor in the European Parliament for two and half years. He 
holds and MA in Security and Intelligence, which he earned at the 
age of 21, and a BA in History of Politics, both from the University 
of Buckingham. He is the author of several reports, most recently 
‘Navigating Uncertain Waters: Disruption to EU and Global Trade’. 
He writes regular articles on EU affairs for CAPx, The Brussels 
Times, Brussels Report, New Europe, Conservative Home, and 
Conservatives Global.

Roberts Zīle
@robertszile

Roberts Zīle is a Latvian economist and politician and Member of 
the European Parliament for the National Alliance, a free market 
national conservative political party in Latvia. He is a member of 
European Conservatives and Reformists Group Executive and a 
member of the group Bureau. Prior to becoming a Member of the 
European Parliament Zile served as Finance Minister of Latvia. 



Tomasz Poręba
@TomaszPoreba

Tomasz Poręba MEP is the President of New Direction, Foundation 
for European Reform. He was first elected to the European 
Parliament in 2009 for the Law and Justice Party. He was 
vice-Chair of the Law and Justice delegation in the European 
Parliament and a member of the bureau of the European 
Conservatives and Reformists group. In addition to his work in the 
European Parliament, Mr Poreba is the Vice President of the Polish 
Olympic Committee. 

Victoria Hewson
@MissVHewson

Victoria Hewson is Head of Regulatory Affairs at the Institute of 
Economic Affairs. A practising solicitor, she has specialised in 
commercial, technology and data protection matters across a 
range of sectors. She has published a number of papers for the 
IEA including ‘Freedom to Flourish - UK regulatory autonomy, 
recognition, and a productive economy’ and profiles of the 
Information Commissioner and Financial Ombudsman. She writes 
regularly in national newspapers and appears on television and 
radio to discuss trade and regulatory policy.

Witold de Chevilly
@witold1060

Witold de Chevilly is the Director of New Direction. Prior to joining 
New Direction – The Foundation for European Reforms Witold 
de Chevilly was the Head of the Polish Electricity Association 
(Brussels Office) where he represented interests of the Polish 
electricity sector towards both EU institutions and private 
stakeholders. He previously worked for the European Parliament 
as a policy adviser (Industry, Technology, Research and Energy 
Committee).

Yaron Brook
@yaronbrook 

Yaron Brook is the host of the Yaron Brook Show, renowned best-
selling author and world class speaker. Brook’s podcast can be 
heard on the Yaron Brook Show at Spreaker and YouTube. Brook 
was the Executive Director of The Ayn Rand Institute (ARI) for 17 
years (2000-2017).  He remains Chairman of the Board of ARI and 
its primary spokesperson. His most recent book, co-authored with 
Don Watkins is In Pursuit of Wealth: The Moral Case for Finance.  
The book makes the case that few industries are more vital to 
our prosperity–and more maligned–than the financial industry. 
It explains why finance has faced so much criticism, and why, 
despite the conventional image of financiers as “greedy” and 
reckless, finance is a moral industry.

Dear Guests,

We take your safety very seriously, as such we have set out the 
following COVID safety policies that should be observed during the 
conference. 

Seating in the conference hall is organised in a socially distanced 
way, in accordance with the current guidelines set out by the 
Portuguese Government. We encourage guests to choose a seat and 
stick with the same seat throughout the duration of the event. 

We also kindly ask that guests wear masks during the conference, 
whilst in the main hall, and only remove them when eating or 
drinking, or when using the microphones during the Q&A sessions. 

According to current guidelines set out by the Portuguese 
Government all participants require a COVID Vaccine Certificate or 
proof of a clean PCR test. We can provide a PCR test for those who 
need them. Please contact a member of our staff to find out more. 

For those staying during the weekend. In order to eat out at 
a restaurant in Lisbon, current COVID Restrictions set by the 
Portuguese Government require that individuals provide proof of a 
clean PCR test or an approved Vaccine Certificate. 

Should you begin to show any symptoms of COVID-19 (headache / 
short of breath / dry cough / fever/ loss of taste or smell / muscle 
aches) please contact a doctor immediately. 

We thank you for your cooperation with these measures. 

New Direction Team

C O V I D  P O L I C Y



newdirection.online   @europeanreform

For more information and agenda updates please check 
New Direction website (newdirection.online) and social 

media channels (@europeanreform).


