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Dear Guests,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you to the second annual Think Tank 
Central conference here in Tallinn. This 
conference comes at an important time 
for the West – with our very values un-
der attack from both within and without. 

The ongoing struggle for freedom in 
Ukraine has changed the political land-
scape in Europe and demonstrated 
the need for us to preserve and pro-
tect our values. It is more important 
than ever to present a united front on 
the centre-right to demonstrate that 
we are not afraid, and that we stand 
unified behind those people who are 
fighting for freedom. 

This conference aims to set out a 
common path for the European cen-
tre-right, by demonstrating that we are 
a united movement with shared values. 

The full spectrum of the centre-right is 
represented at this conference; classical 
liberals, libertarians, Christian democrats, 
conservatives, neocons, national conser-
vatives, and more. All as one family. 

We hope that this event will offer you 
a chance to broaden your network, 
and act as a reminder that we stand as 
united family. 

Tomasz
Poręba MEP
New Direction President



New Direction is committed to supporting the 
growth and development of conservative think 
tanks, foundations, and academic institutions. 

As such we are pleased to partner with the 
Leadership Institute in providing this unique 

training day on messaging and running 
effective campaigns. 

Wednesday, 21st September Thursday, 22nd September

FIRST SESSION

Think Tanks and Lawmakers
with Rick Tyler

Coffee Break

SECOND SESSION

Strategic Communications and Messaging
with Ron Nehring

Lunch

THIRD SESSION

Online Branding
with Stephen Rowe

Coffee Break

FOURTH SESSION 

Fundraising
with Steve Sutton

Welcome Cocktail

10:00 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:15

11:15 - 12:15 

12:15 - 13:45

13:45 - 14:45

14:45 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

17:00

Welcome remarks

Keynote Speech

PRESENTATION

Understanding the Threat to Freedom 

PANEL 1 The Current State of the West
War, Political Division, Economic Turmoil – the West is facing a generational 
combination of crises. From the fall out of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, to the 
rising cost of living – the West has found itself stuck for answers. In order to start 
finding solutions we need to better understand the difficulties we face together.

Coffee Break

PANEL 2 The Global Freedom Movement
Around the world, conservative movements are facing similar issues – increasing 
inflation, the rising cost of living, cultural challenges, and political instability. What 
can pro-freedom organisations learn from each other, and how should they best 
coordinate their efforts around the world to face these challenges.

Coalition Lunch meeting with Americans for Tax Reform

BREAKOUT SESSION The Middle East after the Abraham Accords
The Abraham Accords paved the way for lasting peace in the Middle East – with 
the countries of the Gulf and Israel signing historic agreements on economic 
cooperation and diplomatic relations.

BREAKOUT SESSION The Future of the Free Media in Europe
The Free Press is a cornerstone of a free society – yet in many countries it is coming 
under pressure. What can we do to preserve media pluralism in Europe?

Coffee Break

PANEL 3 The Philosophy of Freedom
What does it mean to be free? What cultural underpinnings are required to live 
in a free society? Is freedom a universal concept? Are liberalism and conservatism 
competing or complementary ideas? These deep questions are key to finding the 
answers that the freedom movement needs to grow in Europe and beyond.

PANEL 4 The Enemies of Freedom
Europe and the West face numerous threats – from Russian aggression in Central 
and Eastern Europe, to the proxy wars fought by Iran in the Middle East and 
Beyond, or from the expansion of Chinese influence around the world, to the 
organisation of authoritarian socialist states in Latin America. In order to defend 
freedom, we must understand our rivals, and how they work together.

Departure from the hotel 

Family photo and Coktail Reception

Margaret Thatcher Dinner

9:00

9:10

9:30

9:50

10:40 

11:00

12:00

13:30
Room 1

13:30
Room 2

14:30 

15:00

16:00

18:00

18:15

19:00



Friday, 23rd September

PANEL 5 The war on Woke - Keeping European campuses free
The battle for academic freedom has intensified in recent years, with conservative 
and liberal thinkers being driven off university campuses. How do we defend the 
freedom to think freely?

Coffee break 

BREAKOUT SESSION Freedom for Future Generations
Why should the next generation believe in freedom? How can a free society benefit 
them? And what is the best way to reach out to future generations? Our youth 
panel explores.

BREAKOUT SESSION Economic Freedom and Choice
Economic freedom is the cornerstone of prosperity in Europe and the western 
world – and yet it is under threat from high inflation, rising prices, and state 
intervention. How can we defend economic freedom in Europe?​​​​

Lunch

The Big Freedom Debate
Libertarian? Classical Liberal? National Conservative? Christian Democrat? Are 
these all unique ideologies, or are they all part of the same broader movement? 
In the Big Freedom Debate we pitch self-identifying members of each of these 
factions against each other to find out where they agree and disagree.

Coffee Break 

PANEL 6 Think Tanks in the Fight for Freedom
Think Tanks have an important role to play in the fight to defend freedom. But what 
can they do to support each other, and how can they better work together?

PANEL 7 What Next for Freedom in Europe?
Our panel looks back over the conference and discuss how the freedom 
movement should move on in the years to come. 

Closing Speech

Closing Cocktail

10:00

11:00

11:30
Room 1

11:30
Room 2

12:30

13:30

14:30

14:50

15:50

16:50

17:10

For more information and agenda 
updates please check New Direction  
website (newdirection.online) and  
social media channels (@europeanreform). newdirection.online   @europeanreform



Adam Bartha
Adam is the Director of EPICENTER, with the responsibility to enable the 
cooperation of the network and organise the private and public events 
programme in Brussels. He was previously European Outreach Manager at 
EPICENTER and a Koch Summer Fellow in the Publications Department of 
the Independent Institute in California. He also has experience in domestic 
party politics in Germany and Hungary. Adam has a BA (Hons) in Politics and 
International Relations from the University of Sheffield and an MSc in Political 
Theory from the London School of Economics. Adam is fluent in English, German 
and Hungarian. @bartha_adam

Alvino-Mario Fantini
Alvino-Mario Fantini is the Editor-in-Chief of The European Conservative. Mario 
has worked for Bridge News, The Far Eastern Economic Review, The European 
Wall Street Journal, and the World Bank. He is on the board of the Center for 
European Renewal, and is a member of the Philadelphia Society, Mont Pelerin 
Society, and the Institut d’Études Politiques in Liechtenstein. He was a 2022 
Lincoln Fellow at the Claremont Institute, and is currently a fellow at the Russell 
Kirk Center. He is a graduate of Dartmouth College.

Anna Wellisz
Anna Wellisz is the VP for External Affairs of the Edmund Burke Foundation 
and Senior Director at the White House Writers Group.  She taught literature, 
persuasive writing, and business communications at UC Berkeley, DeVry 
University, and the Keller Graduate School of Management. Her pieces appeared 
in Glaukopis, Annals Australasia, and the Wall Street Journal. @Anna_unbound

Anne-Elisabeth Moutet
Anne-Elisabeth Moutet is a Paris-based journalist and political broadcaster. She 
is a columnist for the  Telegraph, ARTE TV, UnHerd, the Spectator, the New York 
Post and CapX, and is a contributor to the  BBC, DW News & France 24. She sits 
on the Board of Advisers of Zenger News and on the Steering  Committee of 
the Club of Three. Her last book is the collective work “Illiberalism in Europe” 
(Centre for Policy Studies), 2019.  @moutet

Arvid Hallén 
Arvid Hallén is the Program Director at Oikos, Sweden’s only conservative think 
tank. A specialist in energy policy in general and oil and gas in particular, he 
is especially interested in the nexus of energy, geopolitics and public finance, 
and on how preconceived but often unstated ideological views indirectly shape 
energy systems. He has previously worked as an editorial writer at Swedish 
newspapers, with asset management for foundations, as a consultant and 
editor, as a political commentator and analyst, and has been the chairman of 
the conservative Swedish student organization Heimdal. Arvid is a conservative 
Atlanticist and a fan of the idea of a property-owning democracy.”

Boris Kálnoky
Boris Kálnoky grew up in Germany, the United States, Holland and France. His 
family left Hungary in 1947. He studied Politics and History in Hamburg and went 
on to work at the German daily Die Welt in 1987. In 1995, he became Balkans 
Correspondent for Die Welt, based in Budapest, and moved on in 2004 to 
become Middle East correspondent, based in Istanbul. He returned to Budapest 
in 2013, still for Die Welt. He also writes for a number of other media in Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland. Since September 2020 he has been appointed Head of 
Media School at Mathias Corvinus Collegium, Budapest. @bkalnoky

Dániel Horogszegi Szilágyi-Landeck
Between 2004-2013 he studied mainly in Germany, Austria, Romania and 
Hungary, funded by the Hungarian Ministry of Education, the DAAD and the 
German National Academic Foundation (Studienstiftung des Deutschen Volkes). 
After working in Vienna, Brussels and Budapest, he worked as a foreign policy 
advisor and cabinet secretary in the Hungarian Parliament from 2013-2018, inter 
alia for the parliamentary group leader, Minister Dr. Gergely Gulyás. Since 2018, 
he has been the Director of International Affairs of the Foundation for a Civic 
Hungary - the party foundation of Fidesz - and since 2020, he has been working 
as the Head of the Foundation’s Brussels Office. He speaks Hungarian, German, 

English, French and Dutch.

David Engels
Prof. Dr. David Engels  is chair of Roman History at the University of Brussels 
(ULB) and currently works as research professor at the Instytut Zachodni in 
Poznań, Poland. Author and editor of numerous books and papers on history 
and modern conservatism, he is chiefly known through his study “Le déclin” 
(Paris 2013), where he compared the crisis of the EU to the decline and fall of the 
Roman Republic in the 1st c. B.C. Engels is also author of the books “Renovatio 
Europae” (2019), “Was tun” (2020) and, very recently, “Europa Aeterna” (2022), 
in which he argues for alternative ways of cooperation between European nation 

states on the basis of a conservative European cultural patriotism.

Elmars Kehris
Economist and Executive director at Latvian Economist association from Riga, 
Latvia. Ph.D. student in the field of sustainable economic development at Riga 
Technical University. Owner and CEO of a consulting firm that has worked on more 
than 20 economic assessment projects. Currently responsible for the creation of 

an economic Think Tank in Latvia under the Latvian Economist association.

Farid Shafiyev
Farid Shafiyev, Chairman of the Center of Analysis of International Relations, 
was educated at Baku State University where he studied history and law. Amidst 
his professional career, he went on to Harvard University Kennedy School of 
Government where he obtained a Master Degree in Public Administration. 
Further, Dr. Shafiyev acquired a PhD  in History from Carleton University in 

Ottawa. Farid Shafiyev served in Armed Forces in 1987-1989. 

Federico Ottavio Reho 
Federico Ottavio Reho is Strategic Coordinator and Senior Research Officer at 
the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies, where he is responsible for all 
research on political ideologies, political parties and EU institutions. He previously 
worked in the EU Institutions and Fora Division of the European Central Bank. He 
has studied European politics and political economy in four countries in Europe, 
including at the London School of Economics, the Hertie School of Governance 
(Berlin) and LUISS University (Rome). He is also a D.Phil. candidate in history 
at St Anthony’s College, University of Oxford, with a dissertation on ‘The Holy 

Roman Empire as a Conservative Symbol of Order’. 

Haakon Teig 
Haakon Teig is co-founder and editor-in-chief of the conservative student 
magazine Føniks, a nationally-distributed publication focusing on conservative 
philosophy, politics, and culture. He served as the first national president of the 
Association for All Conservative Students, and is also the founder of the Nostos 
Conference, dedicated to the work and legacy of Sir Roger Scruton. He studies 

philosophy and the history of ideas at the University of Oslo.



Hannes H. Gissurarson 
Hannes H. Gissurarson is Professor of Politics at the University of Iceland and 
Director of Research at RNH, the Icelandic Research Centre for Innovation 
and Economic Growth. The author of several books in Icelandic, English and 
Swedish, he has been on the governing boards of the Central Bank of Iceland 
and the Mont Pelerin Society and has also been a Visiting Scholar or Professor 
at Stanford, UCLA, LUISS, George Mason and several other universities. He holds 
a D.Phil. in Politics from Oxford University. His most recent work is Twenty-Four 
Conservative-Liberal Thinkers (2020) in 884 pages, first and second volume.  
@hannesgi 

Hiroaki “Jay” Aeba
Chairman of the Japanese Conservative Union (JCU). In 2012 he served as an 
advisor on Asian affairs to the Republican National Committee (RNC). In 2015, 
he founded JCU as the Japanese counterpart to the American Conservative 
Union (ACU). He co-costed the first ever international CPAC in Japan in 2017 
and has continued to hold the event every year since. This year we will mark the 
eight annual CPAC Japan.

Iain Martin 
Iain Martin is a Scottish political commentator, author and public speaker. He 
writes a weekly column for The Times and is co-founder, editor and publisher 
of Reaction - a news site providing analysis and opinion on politics, economics 
and culture.

Istvan Kovacs 
Istvan Kovacs is a lawyer, strategic director of the Center for Fundamental 
Rights. He specializes in European Union law, the “constitutional rules” of the 
EU. Formerly a scholarship holder of the European Parliament and the US 
Government. Author, co-author of countless legal and political articles, studies 
and books. Married, father of two daughters.

James Jay Carafano
Dr. James Jay Carafano currently serves as The Heritage Foundation’s Vice 
President, Davis Institute for National Security and Foreign Policy. He is a leading 
expert in national security and foreign policy challenges, an accomplished 
historian and teacher, and a prolific writer and researcher. Carafano is a 
graduate of the US Military Academy at West Point and served 25 years in the 
US Army, retiring as a Lt. Colonel. He holds a master’s degree and a doctorate 
from Georgetown University as well as a master’s degree in strategy from the 
U.S. Army War College. His recent research has focused on developing the 
national security required to secure the long-term interests of the United States 
— protecting the public, providing for economic growth, and preserving civil 
liberties.

Jan Surotchak 
Jan Surotchak first joined IRI in 1994 and currently serves as Senior Director for 
Transatlantic Strategy. At this critical time in the evolution of the US-European 
relationship, Surotchak oversees IRI regional programming that focuses on the 
key threats to the alliance of democratic societies in the Transatlantic space: 
state-sponsored disinformation efforts to undermine state institutions and 
public confidence, weaknesses among traditional political parties and the rise of 
anti-establishment political movements and leaders, and growing engagement 
by authoritarian powers designed to drive the United States and its European 
allies apart.  @jansurotchak

John O’Sullivan
Mr. O’Sullivan is a journalist, author, lecturer and broadcaster. He is President 
of the Danube Institute in Budapest, Assistant Editor of the Hungarian Review, 
English Edition as well as International Editor of Quadrant Magazine , Sydney, 
Australia, co-founder of Twenty-first Century Initiatives, a Washington, D. 
C. based think tank, and a Fellow of the National Review Institute. His book, 
“The President, the Pope, and the Prime Minister” on the roles played by Pope 
John Paul II, President Reagan and Prime Minister Thatcher in the collapse of 
communism has been published in seven languages. In 1987-88 he served as a 
Special Adviser to Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in Downing Street.  During 
this period and after he left Downing Street, he served informally as a regular 
speech-writer for the Prime Minister. He was the principal author of the 1987 
Conservative election manifesto. Later he was one of the small team that assisted 
Lady Thatcher in the writing of her two volumes of memoirs. John O’Sullivan is 
the former Executive Editor of Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty in Prague 
and a Vice-President of the RFERL Corporation. He served as editor-in-chief of 
National Review in New York City magazine for almost a decade until 1998. He 
is the founder and co-chairman of the New Atlantic Initiative, an international 
bipartisan effort dedicated to reinvigorating and expanding the Atlantic 
community of democracies. Launched at the Congress of Prague in May 1996 by 
President Vaclav Havel and Lady Thatcher, it played a major role in bringing the 

countries of Central and Eastern Europe into NATO.  @JohnOSullivanNR

Jose Ramon Riera
Specialist in Management and Business Development from Harvard Business 
School and SIT Impact Bootcamp. More than 30 years of commercial experience 
around the world, Sales and Marketing Director at El Corte Inglés, General 

Director at Zenith (Bull Group), President and CEO at General Electric Capital.

Joseph M. Humire 
Joseph M. Humire is Executive Director at the Center for a Secure Free Society 
(SFS). A national security expert specializing on Transregional Threat Networks, 
he provides regular briefings on international terrorism, transnational organized 
crime, and Iran, Russia, and China’s influence in the Americas to various entities 
within the U.S. Department of Defense and intelligence community, as well as 
prominent think-tanks and universities worldwide. He testifies frequently before 
the U.S. Congress on national security issues and has also testified before the 

European, Canadian, and Andean Parliament. 

Juan Soto
Juan holds a bachelors in Business Administration and a bachelors in Law 
from the University of Navarra, as well as a bachelor in Political Science and 
Administration from the Spanish Distance Education University (UNED). He 
completed an MA in Political and Legal Theory from University College London 
(UCL) in 2018. Since 2015 he has worked as strategic consultant for Third Sector 
organizations, both in Spain and the EU, as well as the United States, South 
Africa and Kenya, and is specialised in think tanks. Between 2018 and 2021 he 
was executive director of Fundación Civismo and has founded numerous student 
and civic organizations. Since 2021, he is international director of Fundación 
Disenso, a think tank affiliated to the Spanish political party, Vox.  @JuanASotoG



Lorenzo Montanari 
Lorenzo Montanari is Vice President of the international affairs at the Americans 
for Tax Reform (ATR) and Executive Director of the Property Rights Alliance 
(PRA) an advocacy group affiliated with ATR for the protection of physical and 
intellectual property rights, both domestically and internationally.. Montanari is 
editor of the International Property Rights Index and the Trade Barrier Index, two 
international comparative studies focus on intellectual, and physical property 
rights and trade. Since 2013 Montanari has been organized, in partnership with 
Alex Chafuen (Acton Institute), the  International Coalition Meeting a monthly 
center right international coalition. Montanari holds a BA in Political Science, a 
MA in International Relations from the University of Bologna and MA in Political 
Management from the George Washington University. He is editorial board 
member of the European Conservative Magazine.

Magnús Orn Gunnarsson 
The Director of the Icelandic free market think tank the Centre for Social and 
Economic Research. As well as focusing his work on individual liberty and 
economic freedom in Iceland he is also the chairman of the Youth Atlantic 
Council and a member of the board of the Youth Independence Party.

Maria Cholewińska 
Graduate of AGH University of Science and Technology with 8 years of experience 
of working for non-governmental organizations. During her studies, she was 
active in Independent Student’s Association - the largest students organization 
in Poland, where she worked as nationwide project coordinator and president 
of the board of directors. After studies she was one of the founders of Promyk 
Institute - polish think-tank that gathers young experts and leaders who want 
to improve their skills. Author of one of Promyk Institute publication „European 
Green Deal – opportunities and challenges for Polish transport industry”. 
Professionally works in the field of environmental protection and reusable 
energy sources.

Marko Milanovic Litre 
Marko Milanovic Litre is a Member of the Croatian Parliament, and co-founder 
of the Croatian Conservative Party. He is the President of New Perspective, a 
newly established think tank in Croatia aimed at promoting conservative values 
in Croatia and Europe. His past work has focused on economic liberalism and 
creating sustainable growth in Croatia. Is the author of several reports on 
economic freedom.  @mmlitre

Michal Szpądrowski  
Councillor of the Capital City of Warsaw for the Law and Justice Party, and 
Secretary General of the European Young Conservatives, the oldest conservative 
youth organisation in Europe.  

Mitchell Belfer 
Mitchell Belfer is the Founder and President of the Euro-Gulf Information Centre 
(egic.info) headquartered in Rome, Italy with a branch in Stockholm Sweden 
and Brussels Belgium. In addition to a wide range of scholarly works Mitchell has 
authored, he is also a frequent commentator in international forums and media, 
has chaired and addressed high-level panels (including at NATO, the European 
Parliament and the UN), and has appeared on the BBC, CNN and Radio France 
Europe.

Oleksii Goncharenko 
Oleksii Goncharenko is a Ukrainian Member of Parliament from Odessa. As part 
of the Ukrainian delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe (PACE), Oleksii repeatedly raised human rights violations in the annexed 
Crimea and the occupied parts of Donbas, achieved agreement on the creation 
of a special group that would monitor human rights in Belarus and actively 
advocated the expulsion of the Russian delegation from PACE. In February 2022, 
he was appointed Vice President of the Committee on Migration, Refugees and 

Displaced Persons in PACE.

Otto Tabuns 
Otto Tabuns is the director of the Baltic Security Foundation. He is a lecturer 
at the Riga Graduate School of Law and most recently has co-edited “Baltic 
Security Strategy Report” on regional military, societal, and economic security. 
He is a member of the Association for Advancement of Baltic Studies, as well as 

the Latvian Political Science Association.

Pieter Cleppe 
Pieter Cleppe is Editor-in-chief of the Brussels Report in Belgium and Policy 
Analyst EU-Brexit-Eurozone. He is a fellow at the Property Rights Alliance. He 
previously headed the Brussels office of the Open Europe Think Tank. He is a 
regular contributor to the British Daily Telegraph and Spectator, as well as a 

columnist for National Review. 

Radosław Fogiel 
Member of Polish Parliament. He is Law and Justice International Secretary, as 
well as party`s deputy spokesperson.  As Vice President Radosław represents 
Law and Justice in the board of the European Conservatives and Reformists 
Party. Previously during his political career he has served as the city councilor in 

Radom and member of the Masovian Assembly (regional parliament).

Rick Tyler 
Rick Tyler is a Political Analyst for the MSNBC. As a professional political 
strategist, Rick has helped hundreds of candidates prepare for the rigors of 
campaigning for public office. He is Co-Founder of Foundry Strategies, a strategic, 
communications consulting firm specializing in helping political and corporate 
clients reach their leadership potential by honing their communications skills. 
Rick was the National Spokesperson for U.S. Senator Ted Cruz’s presidential 

campaign. @rickwtyler

Robert Tyler 
Robert Tyler is a Senior Policy Advisor at New Direction – Foundation for 
European Reform, A Brussels based think tank founded by Margaret Thatcher 
in 2009 as the official foundation of the European Conservative Movement. 
Prior to working for New Direction, he worked as policy advisor in the European 
Parliament focused on foreign policy and counter terrorism. He holds and MA in 
Security and Intelligence, which he earned at the age of 21, and a BA in History of 
Politics, from the University of Buckingham. He is the author of several reports, 
most recently ‘Navigating Uncertain Waters: Disruption to EU and Global Trade’. 
He writes regular articles on EU affairs and political philosophy for CAPx, The 
Brussels Times, Brussels Report, Reaction, New Europe, and Conservative Home. 

He has also appeared on the BBC, Bloomberg, and GB News. @RGTyler



Ron Nehring
Director of International Training at The Leadership Institute, is a Republican 
strategist and communications expert who served as National Spokesman in 
the 2016 Presidential campaign of Senator Ted Cruz. Prior to stepping onto the 
national stage in 2016, Ron was elected the Republican nominee for Lt. Governor 
of California, earning the support of the California Republican Party, the Howard 
Jarvis Taxpayers Association, the National Rifle Association, the California 
Republican Assembly, and more than 3 million voters. As a communicator and 
Republican Party Chairman, Ron Nehring has made the advancement of the 
principles of effective and limited government, individual liberty and freedom 
his life’s work.  These are the principles that produce prosperity wherever they 
are tried around the world. @RonNehring

Ryszard Legutko 
Ryszard Legutko is the co-chairman of the European Conservatives and 
Reformists, and head of the Polish Law and Justice Delegation to the European 
Parliament. He is also a professor of philosophy at the Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków. Dr. Legutko is the author of The Demon in Democracy: Totalitarian 
Temptations in Free Societies (Encounter Books, 2016).

Santiago Fernández Ordóñez 
Santiago Fernández Ordóñez is the director of the Institute of Political Studies 
and International Relations of the Francisco Marroquín University (UFM), a 
member of the Mont Pelerin Society and the Fe y Libertad Institute. He is a 
professor of Human Action Sciences and Game Theory. He is an internationalist 
and has a master’s degree in Behavioral Neurophysiology from UFM. 

Stefan Aćimović 
Stefan Aćimović is the European Programs Director at Students For Liberty 
(SFL). He has been involved in student organizing for over 5 years in his home 
country of Serbia and internationally with SFL.

Stephen Nikola Bartulica 
Stephen Nikola Bartulica is Member of the Croatian Parliament and an associate 
professor of political philosophy at the Catholic University of Croatia in Zagreb. 
He has served in positions at the highest level of government, most recently as 
a senior foreign policy advisor to Prime Minister Tihomir Orešković in 2016. He is 
the founder and president of the Center for Renewal of Culture, a Croatian NGO 
designed to educate young professionals in virtue ethics and leadership.

Stephen Rowe 
Stephen Rowe is the Director of Digital Training at Leadership Institute where 
he’s trained 18,000+ activists, students, and leaders on digital and political 
technology. Stephen has been listed on multiple 30 under 30 awards. His work 
has been featured on Fox News, Fox Business, The Daily Caller, The Washington 
Times, Breitbart, The Daily Wire, and more. 

Steven Sutton 
Steven Sutton joined the Leadership Institute fifteen years ago as Vice President 
for Programs, where he restructured LI’s 40+ training programs, from political 
grassroots to student groups on college campuses. He then served as LI’s Vice 
President for Development, where he increased revenue from $7 million per 
year (2010) to $24 million (2020). Steven now serves as LI’s first Senior Vice 
President, where he focuses on training and mentoring the next generation of 
conservative leaders.

Tamar Tarasaidze
Tamar recently graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in International Law 
from Tbilisi State University. She was 17 when she joined European Students 
For Liberty (ESFL) as a volunteer and, throughout this period, took part in 
organizing tablings, long-term projects, and large-scale conferences in Georgia. 
She became European Events Associate at Students For Liberty in 2020 and 
organized LibertyCon 2022 – the biggest pro-liberty event in Europe, which 
hosted over 750 attendees and 30 pro-liberty organizations. Besides, she is 
Data Analytics Fellow at Consumer Choice Center and has worked on research 

projects about the sharing economy, the pandemic, etc

Tom Clowes-Pritchard 
Tom Clowes-Pritchard is Outreach Director at the Pinsker Centre. With previous 
experience in the European Parliament, as a Fellow at the Pinsker Centre and 
a background in International Trade, Tom has worked on the opposition to 
the European Commission’s Copyright Directive in 2018, worked to liberalise 
markets internationally and has championed conservative ideals at home in the 

United Kingdom and overseas. 

Tomasz Poręba
Tomasz Poreba MEP is the President of New Direction, Foundation for European 
Reform. He was first elected to the European Parliament in 2009 for the Law 
and Justice Party. He was vice-Chair of the Law and Justice delegation in the 
European Parliament and a member of the bureau of the European Conservatives 
and Reformists group. In addition to his work in the European Parliament, Mr 
Poreba is the Vice President of the Polish Olympic Committee.  @TomaszPoreba

Witold de Chevilly 
Witold de Chevilly is the Director of New Direction. Prior to joining New 
Direction – The Foundation for European Reforms Witold de Chevilly was the 
Head of the Polish Electricity Association (Brussels Office) where he represented 
interests of the Polish electricity sector towards both EU institutions and private 
stakeholders. He previously worked for the European Parliament as a policy 
adviser (Industry, Technology, Research and Energy Committee). @witold1060

newdirection.online   @europeanreform



newdirection.online   @europeanreformnewdirection.online   @europeanreform

For more information and agenda 
updates please check New Direction  
website (newdirection.online) and  
social media channels (@europeanreform).




